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[From  THE  INDEX,  the  lending  organ  of  Religious  Liberalism  in  the  United  States,  published  at  No.  i  Tremont  Place,  Boston.] 

RELIGIOUS   FREEDOM   AMENDMENT: 

PROPOSED  AS  A  SUBSTITUTE  FOR  THE 

FIRST  AMENDMENT   TO    THE    UNITED    STATES    CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE  I. 

Section  i. —  Neither  Congress  nor  any  State  shall  make  any  law  respecting  an  establishment  of  religion, 
or  favoring  any  particular  form  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof ;  or  permitting  in  any  degree 
a  union  of  Church  and  State,  or  granting  any  special  privilege,  immunity,  or  advantage  to  any  sect  or  religious 
body,  or  to  any  number  of  sects  or  religious  bodies  ;  or  taxing  the  people  of  any  State,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, for  the  support  of  any  sect  or  religious  body,  or  of  any  number  of  sects  or  religious  bodies  ;  or  abridging 
the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press,  or  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble  and  to  petition  the 
( Government  for  a  redress  of  grievances. 

Section  2. —  No  religious  test  shall  ever  be  required  as  a  condition  of  suffrage,  or  as  a  qualification  to  any 
office  or  public  trust,  in  any  State.  No  person  shall  ever  in  any  State  be  deprived  of  any  of  his  or  her  rights, 
privileges,  or  capacities,  or  disqualified  for  the  performance  of  any  public  or  private  duty,  or  rendered  incom- 
petent to  give  evidence  in  any  court  of  law  or  equity,  in  consequence  of  any  opinions  he  or  she  may  hold  on  the 
subject  of  religion.  No  person  shall  ever  in  any  State  be  required  by  law  to  contribute  directly  or  indirectly  to 
the  support  of  any  religious  society  or  body  of  which  he  or  she  is  not  a  voluntary  member. 

Section  3.  —  Neither  the  United  States,  nor  any  State,  Territory,  municipality,  or  any  civil  division  of  any 
State  or  Territory,  shall  levy  any  tax,  or  make  any  gift,  grant,  or  appropriation,  for  the  support,  or  in  aid,  of  any 
church,  religious  sect,  or  denomination,  or  any  school,  seminary,  or  institution  of  learning,  in  which  the  faith  or 
doctrines  of  any  religious  order  or  sect  shall  be  taught  or  inculcated,  or  in  which  religious  practices  shall  be 
observed  ;  or  for  the  support,  or  in  aid,  of  any  religious  charity  or  purpose  of  any  sect,  order,  or  denomination 
whatsoever. 

*>ECjm^*4. — Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  the  various  provisions  of  this  Article  by  appropriate 
legislation.  ^^^ 
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